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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 
BOOKS. 

Memoirs of the Peabody Museum of American Archaeology and Ethnology, 
Harvard University. Vol. I. No. 6. The Hieroglyphic Stairway 
Ruins of Copan. Report on Explorations by the Museum, By George 
Byron Gordon. Cambridge : Published by the Museum, 1902. Pp. 
37. Plates I.-XVIII. Vol. II. No. 1. Researches in the Central 
Portion of the Usumatsintla Valley. Report of Explorations for the 
Museum, 1898-1900. By Teobert Maler. Cambridge : Published by 
the Museum, 1901. Pp. 75. Plates I.-XXXIII. 

These splendidly illustrated monographs are renewed evidence of the 
excellent work both in exploration and in record of results being done by 
the Peabody Museum. Mr. Gordon followed the late Mr. Owens in ex- 
ploring the hieroglyphic stairway on the side of one of the great pyramidal 
ruins of Copan, and, in spite of the unfortunate havoc wrought by an earth- 
quake, or by the gradual collapse of the structure itself, secured moulds, 
photographs, drawings, etc., enough to make possible the study of the won- 
derful stairway in the Museum. According to Mr. Gordon's calculations 
the stairway contains an inscription 700 years later than any other at 
Copan. It is to be regretted that of the inscription decorating the stair- 
way, — " the longest hieroglyphic inscription that has yet come to light 
among the Maya ruins," — the great part is hopelessly lost. The few frag- 
ments remaining of the temple to which this stairway was the approach 
indicate that " it possessed features of great artistic merit," and was doubt- 
less " one of the most striking edifices at Copan." Fifteen feet in front of 
the centre of the stairway stood Stela M (now fallen and broken), " one of 
the most elaborately and delicately carved of all the stelas at Copan." 
Ten feet in front of Stela M is Altar M, " a square-shaped block of stone 
fashioned into the form of a four-legged grotesque animal without a head," 
— into certain holes at the front and back, however, heads may have once 
been fitted, the " portrait " of a king, chieftain, or sage, found near by, 
having been one of these. The most remarkable ornaments of the stairway 
are a pair of serpents with interlocking coils, forming part of the headdress 
of a seated figure. Another notable ornament is the great head of a parrot 
or macaw. This head bears such a " striking resemblance to the Maya 
month-sign Kayab " that Mr. Gordon suggests that " the month Kayab in 
the inscriptions is represented by the head of a parrot and not the head of 
a turtle." The last date of the inscriptions is presumed to " refer to the 
stairway itself, the date on which some ceremony connected with its com- 
pletion or possibly the inauguration of the work was performed." The 
next latest date to that of the stairway is that on Stela N, which is 730 
years earlier, while the date on Stela M is five years earlier than that on 
Stela N. With the possible exception of Stela C the stairway " is the 
latest monumental work at Copan, which is not surprising, for the elaborate 
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architecture, the evolution of the ornament, the finish of the sculpture, and 
the highly artistic quality of the glyphs, all seem to argue an advanced 
state of development." There is thus every reason to suppose that " a long 
period of comparative inactivity elapsed between the setting up of Stelae M 
and N, on the one hand, and the erection of the stairway and (presumably) 
Stela C on the other." The order of reading of the inscription is "from 
the top downward, from left to right along the faces of the steps." The 
notation used by the author is the Bowditch system, which differs in some 
points from that of Goodman, whose tables are employed. An interesting 
fact brought out by Mr. Gordon is that " it is almost certain that each part 
was placed in position in the rough, and carved afterwards ; the altar at 
the base, the seated figures, the ornamented balustrades, and the steps 
themselves, all were carved, as it would seem, in situ." The carving of the 
inscriptions would appear to have been done in the order of reading. The 
Stairway hieroglyphics will doubtless receive further investigation in detail. 
Teobert Maler's valuable report — on the ruins and inscriptions of La Re- 
forma, Chinikiha, Chancala, Xupa, Petha, and Piedras Negras, written 
originally in German — has been given an appropriate English dress by 
Miss S. Wesselhoeft and Miss A. M. Parker, and the Editor " has respected 
the fact that the author could not revise the proofs." The valley of the 
Usumatsintla, particularly La Petha, is the home of the Lacantun (Lacan- 
don) Indians, about whom little is known, although they belong to the 
Mayan stock, — at La Reforma only a large, thick stone slab (sacrificial 
table ?), on which there was no drawing of any sort. On the River Chinik- 
iha were found the ruins of an ancient city, — pyramids, "palaces," courts, 
temples, stelae, etc., — some of the remains of which had been injured, even 
more than time and climate had done, by the hands of ignorant wood- 
cutters. Here a slab covered with hieroglyphs was found together with 
the fragments of a small stela, having on one side the figure of a man and 
on the other an inscription, both very much worn. On the plastered walls 
of the " anteroom " to a " palace " traces of painting (red scroll work) were 
still visible. Near the waterfall of the Chancala River another ruined city 
with pyramids and temples, terrace walls, etc., was investigated. In con- 
nection with one of the temples some glyphs were found ; " along the entire 
facade ran a red band of hieroglyphs, and below this another red band 
intersected by the lintel." The next group of ruins visited is on the right 
bank of the Xupa, and is of considerable extent. Here evidences of van- 
dalism were very noticeable, the thin slabs with figures being worst treated ; 
the destruction of these invaluable relics occurred about 1890. One slab, 
however, was "ornamented with the outlines of a lovely female form," 
evidently a priestess of some sort, to judge from dress, etc. At Lake Petha 
many things of interest were discovered. Some of the xicalli or calabashes 
for drinking out of, found in the Lacantun houses, had " pretty incised de- 
signs, but there was nothing of a hieroglyphic character." To the reviewer 
the designs figured on pages 27 and 28 do savor of the hieroglyph. An 
incense-burner with the face of a god on the front, beautiful bejuco bird- 
cages, numerous household utensils, implements, weapons, etc., were seen 
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at the first group of houses. On the southern shore of the lake some rock 
paintings were discovered. The central figure was that of a monster's 
head swallowing a man ; near it are a crude figure of a man and some large 
red hands ; except the hands the other paintings are daubed in black. 
There are also the picture of a yellowish foot on a red ground, and above it 
" in red outlines on a yellowish ground an overturned pot, covered with red 
dots, from the lower edge of which project four comblike droppings." Mr. 
Maler suggests that the painting indicates the grave of a woman. At 
another settlement, where the Indians were met with, bows and arrows, 
flint flakes, arrow-points, etc., were procured. In a prayer performed while 
the white men were in the house it was noticed that the women took no 
part. Concerning ruins and inscriptions nothing could be found out at 
Petha from the Lacantuns. At Piedras Negras, in Guatemala, explored by 
the author in 1895 and 1899, besides picture-rocks (some of the figures of 
which resembled those on altars and temples) numerous groups of ruins 
were discovered, — a monumental stairway, pyramid-temples, altars, ter- 
races, 37 stelae, etc. Among the temples explored were the temple of the 
eight stelae, temple of the sacrificial-stela, temple of the eight chambers, 
temple of the three stelae, temple of the six stelae, etc. Details of the fig- 
ures and glyphs on the stelae are given, — 23 of the 37 stelae were photo- 
graphed. A few sculptured lintels — always a rare thing — were met 
with. The incised design from lintel 6, figured on page 75, may be of the 
swastika order. At the temple of the three stelas was found an altar-table, 
along the four narrow faces of which run three parallel rows of small glyphs, 
now nearly all very indistinct. Among the figures on one of the stelae is 
" an ugly ' savage ' of that period ; his face is hairy, and he looks like a real 
barbarian " (p. 61). On the same stela the figures of the captives or 
victims show that the filing of the teeth was a custom among them. In the 
vicinity of all the stelae remains of earthen vessels, often of the most deli- 
cate workmanship, are generally to be found. The figures of gods, warriors, 
priests, etc., and their rich dresses and ornamentation are described in 
detail, and many new data for further study recorded. Mr. Maler's earlier 
and later explorations in the Maya region raise the hope that his continued 
activity may at last lift a corner, at least, of the curtain that hides the 
meaning of so many of these wonderful ruins. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

Notes on the Report of Teobert Maler. Memoirs of the Peabody 

Museum. Vol. II. No. 1. By Charles P. Bowditch. Privately 

printed. Cambridge : The University Press, 1901. 

These " Notes " are not intended as a criticism or review of Mr. Maler's 

work, but as a study of " the inscriptions with Initial and other series in 

which calendar dates appear." The hieroglyphs at Piedras Negras are 

chiefly discussed. The signs for the cycles and other time periods on 

Stela 1 appear to be similar to those found elsewhere. Stela 3 seems to 

be of particular value and importance, — it has already been studied by 

Maudslay. Perhaps, as Mr. Bowditch suggests, the two men represented 



